
02/01/23 Bible Study 

PROVERBS	1:1-7	NKJV	
 
The Beginning of Knowledge  
 
1.      The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel:  
2 To know wisdom and instruction,  

To perceive the words of understanding,  
3 To receive the instruction of wisdom,  

Justice, judgment, and equity;  
4 To give prudence to the simple,  

To the young man knowledge and discretion—  
5 A wise man will hear and increase learning,  

And a man of understanding will attain wise counsel,  
6 To understand a proverb and an enigma,  

The words of the wise and their riddles.  
7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge,  

But fools despise wisdom and instruction.  

 

 

 

PROVERB	The	Hebrew	title	comes	from	the	word	ma-sal	(4912{Prov.	1:1}).	A	
common	form	in	Wisdom	literature	where	a	short,	memorable	statement	is	used	to	
give	wise	advice	or	counsel.	Sometimes	designed	to	provoke	a	conclusion	about	the	
natural	world	based	on	experience	or	observation.	Characterized	by	metaphor,	
terseness,	ease	of	memorization,	and	applicability	outside	its	original	context.	
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1 Kings 4:29–31 (NKJV)  

29 And God gave Solomon wisdom and exceedingly great understanding, and 
largeness of heart like the sand on the seashore. 30 Thus Solomon’s wisdom excelled the 
wisdom of all the men of the East and all the wisdom of Egypt. 31 For he was wiser than 
all men—than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, Chalcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol; 
and his fame was in all the surrounding nations.  
 
1 Kings 3:3–15 (NKJV)  

3 And Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of his father David, except that he 
sacrificed and burned incense at the high places.  

4 Now the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place: 
Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5 At Gibeon the LORD 
appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask! What shall I give you?”  

6 And Solomon said: “You have shown great mercy to Your servant David my father, 
because he walked before You in truth, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart 
with You; You have continued this great kindness for him, and You have given him a son 
to sit on his throne, as it is this day. 7 Now, O LORD my God, You have made Your servant 
king instead of my father David, but I am a little child; I do not know how to go out or 
come in. 8 And Your servant is in the midst of Your people whom You have chosen, a 
great people, too numerous to be numbered or counted. 9 Therefore give to Your 
servant an understanding heart to judge Your people, that I may discern between good 
and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?”  

10 The speech pleased the LORD, that Solomon had asked this thing. 11 Then God said 
to him: “Because you have asked this thing, and have not asked long life for yourself, 
nor have asked riches for yourself, nor have asked the life of your enemies, but have 
asked for yourself understanding to discern justice, 12 behold, I have done according to 
your words; see, I have given you a wise and understanding heart, so that there has not 
been anyone like you before you, nor shall any like you arise after you. 13 And I have also 
given you what you have not asked: both riches and honor, so that there shall not be 
anyone like you among the kings all your days. 14 So if you walk in My ways, to keep My 
statutes and My commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your 
days.”  

15 Then Solomon awoke; and indeed it had been a dream. And he came to Jerusalem 
and stood before the ark of the covenant of the LORD, offered up burnt offerings, offered 
peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants.  

 
1 Kings 4:32 (NKJV)  
32 He spoke three thousand proverbs, and his songs were one thousand and five.  
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PROVERBS	1:1	

The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel:  
 
A. Cross	References	

i. 1	Kings	4:32	(NKJV)	He	spoke	three	
thousand	proverbs,	and	his	songs	
were	one	thousand	and	five.		

ii. Proverbs	25:1	(NKJV)	These	also	are	
proverbs	of	Solomon	which	the	men	
of	Hezekiah	king	of	Judah	copied:		

iii. Ecclesiastes	12:9	(NKJV)		And	moreover,	because	the	Preacher	was	wise,	
he	still	taught	the	people	knowledge;	yes,	he	pondered	and	sought	out	
and	set	in	order	many	proverbs.		

	
Key	Words:	
B. Proverbs	

i. proverb n. — a condensed but memorable 
saying embodying some important fact of 
experience that is taken as true by many 
people.	
1. Deuteronomy	28:37	(NKJV)	And	you	shall	become	an	astonishment,	

a	proverb,	and	a	byword	among	all	nations	where	the	LORD	will	
drive	you.		

2. 1	Samuel	10:12	(NKJV)	Then	a	man	from	there	answered	and	said,	
“But	who	is	their	father?”	Therefore	it	became	a	proverb:	“Is	Saul	
also	among	the	prophets?”		

	
Notes:	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

cross-reference:  

a notation or direction at one place (as 
in a book or filing system) to pertinent 
information at another place 
 

sense:  

a meaning conveyed or intended 
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PROVERBS	1:2	
 To know wisdom and instruction,  
 To perceive the words of understanding,  
 
A. Cross	References	

i. Proverbs	15:33	(NKJV)	The	fear	of	the	LORD	is	the	instruction	of	wisdom,	
And	before	honor	is	humility.		

ii. Proverbs	4:1	(NKJV)	Hear,	my	children,	the	instruction	of	a	father,	And	
give	attention	to	know	understanding;		

	
Key	Words:	
B. 	Wisdom	

i. wisdom (knowledge) n. — accumulated knowledge or erudition or 
enlightenment.	

ii. In	the	OT	chokhmah	most	commonly	describes	wise	judgment	or	decision	
making,	which	leads	to	success	and	can	bring	strength	and	favor	(Prov	
13:10;	14:8;	Eccl	8:5;	10:12).	Chokhmah	is	also	used	to	describe	the	skill	
or	ability	of	craftsmen	and	artists	(Exod	28:3;	35:10;	36:1–2;	Jer	10:9).	
The	wise	avoid	reckless	or	angry	behavior	(14:35;	24:5;	Eccl	7:19;	
compare	Prov	14:16;	16:14;	29:8,	11).	

Notes:	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
C. Instruction	

i. instruction (message) n. — a message describing how something is to be 
done.	

	
Notes:	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
D. Understanding	

i. understanding (information) n. — the collection of concepts and information 
that a person knows.	

	
Notes:	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
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PROVERBS	1:3	
 To receive the instruction of wisdom,  

Justice, judgment, and equity;  
 
A. Cross	References	

i. Proverbs	2:1	(NKJV)	My	son,	if	you	receive	my	words,	And	treasure	my	
commands	within	you,		

ii. Proverbs	19:20	(NKJV)	Listen	to	counsel	and	receive	instruction,	That	
you	may	be	wise	in	your	latter	days.		

iii. Proverbs	2:9	(NKJV)	Then	you	will	understand	righteousness	and	justice,	
Equity	and	every	good	path.		

	
Key	Words:	
B. Receive	

i. to take (accept) v. — to receive willingly something given or offered; 
whether physically or abstractly.	

Notes:	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
C. Justice	

i. righteous deed n. — an action that embodies an adherence to moral 
principles and the will of God.	

Notes:	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
________	
D. Judgment	

i. justice n. — judgment involved in the determination of rights and the 
assignment of rewards and punishments.	

Notes:	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
E. Equity		

i. fairness n. — the quality of being able to make judgments free from 
discrimination or dishonesty.	

Notes:	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
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PROVERBS	1:4	
 To give prudence to the simple,  

To the young man knowledge and discretion—  
 
A. Cross	References	

i. Proverbs	8:5	(NKJV)	O	you	simple	ones,	understand	prudence,	And	you	
fools,	be	of	an	understanding	heart.		

ii. Proverbs	8:12	(NKJV)	“I,	wisdom,	dwell	with	prudence,	And	find	out	
knowledge	and	discretion.		

iii. Proverbs	9:4	(NKJV)	“Whoever	is	simple,	let	him	turn	in	here!”	As	for	him	
who	lacks	understanding,	she	says	to	him,		

	
Key	Words:	
B. To	give	

i. to	give	v.	—	to	cause	to	have,	in	the	abstract	sense	or	physical	sense.	
Notes:		
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
C. Prudence	

i. prudence n. — discretion in practical affairs.	

Notes:		
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
D. Discretion	

i. discretion	(trait)	n.	—	the	trait	of	judging	wisely	and	objectively.	
	
Notes:	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
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PROVERBS	1:5	
 A wise man will hear and increase learning,  

And a man of understanding will attain wise counsel,  
 
 
A. Cross	References	

i. Proverbs	9:9	(NKJV)	Give	instruction	to	a	wise	man,	and	he	will	be	still	
wiser;	Teach	a	just	man,	and	he	will	increase	in	learning.		

ii. Proverbs	14:16	(NKJV)	A	wise	man	fears	and	departs	from	evil,	But	a	fool	
rages	and	is	self-confident.		

iii. Ecclesiastes	9:11	(NKJV)	I	returned	and	saw	under	the	sun	that—	The	
race	is	not	to	the	swift,	Nor	the	battle	to	the	strong,	Nor	bread	to	the	wise,	
Nor	riches	to	men	of	understanding,	Nor	favor	to	men	of	skill;	But	time	
and	chance	happen	to	them	all.		

	
Key	Words:	
A. ______________________________	

	
Notes:	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	

	
B. Man	of	understanding	

i. to	be	understanding	v.	—	to	be	knowing	and	able	to	comprehend	
meaning.	

Notes:	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
 
C. ______________________________	

	
Notes:	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
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PROVERBS	1:6	
 To understand a proverb and an enigma,  

The words of the wise and their riddles.  
 
A. Cross	References	

i. Numbers	12:8	(NKJV)	I	speak	with	him	face	to	face,	Even	plainly,	and	not	
in	dark	sayings;	And	he	sees	the	form	of	the	LORD.	Why	then	were	you	not	
afraid	To	speak	against	My	servant	Moses?”	

ii. Psalm	78:2	(NKJV)	I	will	open	my	mouth	in	a	parable;	I	will	utter	dark	
sayings	of	old,		

iii. Daniel	8:23	(NKJV)	“And	in	the	latter	time	of	their	kingdom,	When	the	
transgressors	have	reached	their	fullness,	A	king	shall	arise,	Having	fierce	
features,	Who	understands	sinister	schemes.		

iv. Psalm	49:4	(NKJV)	I	will	incline	my	ear	to	a	proverb;	I	will	disclose	my	
dark	saying	on	the	harp.		

	
Key	Words:	
	
B. Enigma		

i. allusive	saying	n.	—	a	saying	that	is	difficult	and	requires	wisdom	to	
understand	with	the	connotation	that	it	may	mock	the	hearer.	

	
Notes:	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	

	
C. Riddles	

i. riddle	n.	—	a	difficult	problem.	
	
Notes:	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
 
D. ______________________________	

	
Notes:	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
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PROVERBS	1:7	

 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge,  
But fools despise wisdom and instruction.  

 
A. Cross	References	

i. Job	28:28	(NKJV)	And	to	man	He	said,	‘Behold,	the	fear	of	the	Lord,	that	is	
wisdom,	And	to	depart	from	evil	is	understanding.’	”		

ii. Psalm	111:10	(NKJV)	The	fear	of	the	LORD	is	the	beginning	of	wisdom;	A	
good	understanding	have	all	those	who	do	His	commandments.	His	praise	
endures	forever.		

iii. Proverbs	9:10	(NKJV)	“The	fear	of	the	LORD	is	the	beginning	of	wisdom,	
And	the	knowledge	of	the	Holy	One	is	understanding.		

iv. Proverbs	15:33	(NKJV)	The	fear	of	the	LORD	is	the	instruction	of	wisdom,	
And	before	honor	is	humility.		

v. Ecclesiastes	12:13	(NKJV)	13	Let	us	hear	the	conclusion	of	the	whole	
matter:	Fear	God	and	keep	His	commandments,	For	this	is	man’s	all.		

	
Key	Words:	
A. Fear	

i. reverence	⇔	fear	n.	—	a	feeling	of	profound	respect	for	someone	or	
something,	often	a	deity,	conceived	of	as	fear.	
1. Exodus	20:20	(NKJV)	And	Moses	said	to	the	people,	“Do	not	fear;	for	

God	has	come	to	test	you,	and	that	His	fear	may	be	before	you,	so	
that	you	may	not	sin.”		

	
Notes:	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
B. Fool	

i. fool	n.	—	a	foolish	person	who	lacks	good	judgment.	
	
Notes:	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	
C. ______________________________	

	
Notes:	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
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WHAT:		
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
WHY:		
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
WHO:	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
HOW:	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
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Proverbs 1:1–7 (Tanakh)  
The proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of Israel:  

2For learning wisdom and discipline;  
For understanding words of discernment;  
3For acquiring the discipline for success,  
Righteousness, justice, and equity;  
4For endowing the simple with shrewdness,  
The young with knowledge and foresight.  
5—The wise man, hearing them, will gain more wisdom;  
The discerning man will learn to be adroit;  
6For understanding proverb and epigram,  
The words of the wise and their riddles.  
7The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge;  
Fools despise wisdom and discipline.  

 
Proverbs 1:1–7 (NASB95)  

The Usefulness of Proverbs  
 1 The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel:  
 2 To know wisdom and instruction,  

To discern the sayings of understanding,  
 3 To receive instruction in wise behavior,  

Righteousness, justice and equity;  
 4 To give prudence to the naive,  

To the youth knowledge and discretion,  
 5 A wise man will hear and increase in learning,  

And a man of understanding will acquire wise counsel,  
 6 To understand a proverb and a figure,  

The words of the wise and their riddles.  
 7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge;  

Fools despise wisdom and instruction.  
 


