WEEK 3 - COMMUNICATING WITH OTHERS

Opening Passage

Mattew 12:34-37 - You brood of vipers! How can you speak good, when you are evil?
For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. The good person out of his
good treasure brings forth good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure brings
forth evil. I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every
careless word they speak, for by your words you will be justified, and by your words
you will be condemned.”

How do we communicate with others? (give examples)
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Proverbs: 6: (not on screen)

There are six things that the Lord hates, seven that are an abomination to him:

haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,

a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that make haste to run to evil,

a false witness who breathes out lies, and one who sows discord among brothers.

PART 1 - HOW CHRISTIANS SHOULD COMMUNICATE

A. Speak Truth (encourage congregation to read chapter 4 on their own)

Ephesians 4:15, 25, 29 - Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every
way into him who is the head, into Christ....Therefore, having put away falsehood, let
each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of
another..... Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good
for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.



B. Encourage One Another

Hebrews 10:24-25 - And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good
works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one
another, and allthe more as you see the Day drawing near.

C. Confront sin and work towards restoration, Gently

Galatians 6:1 - Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are
spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you
too be tempted.

D. Avoid Gossip and Slander

Proverbs 16:28 - A dishonest man spreads strife, and a whisperer separates close
friends.

James 4:11 - Do not speak evil against one another, brothers. The one who speaks
against a brother or judges his brother, speaks evil against the law and judges the
law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge.

Example - Miriam and Aaron (passage hot on screen)

Numbers 12:1-10 - Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Cushite woman
whom he had married, for he had married a Cushite woman. And they said, “Has the Lord
indeed spoken only through Moses? Has he not spoken through us also?” And the Lord
heard it. Now the man Moses was very meek, more than all people who were on the face of
the earth. And suddenly the Lord said to Moses and to Aaron and Miriam, “Come out, you
three, to the tent of meeting.” And the three of them came out. And the Lord came down in
a pillar of cloud and stood at the entrance of the tent and called Aaron and Miriam, and
they both came forward. And he said, “Hear my words: If there is a prophet amongyou, |
the Lord make myself known to him in a vision; | speak with him in a dream. Not so with my
servant Moses. He is faithful in all my house. With him | speak mouth to mouth, clearly, and
notinriddles, and he beholds the form of the Lord. Why then were you not afraid to speak
against my servant Moses?” And the anger of the Lord was kindled against them, and he
departed.



E. Forgive Quickly — Christ is our example and is the baseline for our love of others

Ephesians 4:31-32 - Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander
be put away from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted,
forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.

Colossians 3:13 - bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against
another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.

Example - Joseph and his brothers (passage not on screen)

Genesis 50:15-21 - When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It
may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” So they
sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died: ‘Say to
Joseph, “Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did
evil to you.”” And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. His brothers also came and fell down before
him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, foram
lin the place of God? As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to
bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. So do not fear; | will
provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.

PART TWO - HOW WE SHOULD COMMUNICATE IN THE FAMILY
A. Husbands and Wives - Communication should be loving and respectful.

1 Peter 3:7 - Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way,
showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of
the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.

Titus 2:4-8 - But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine. Older men are
to be sober-minded, dignified, self-controlled, sound in faith, in love, and in
steadfastness. Older women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers
or slaves to much wine. They are to teach what is good, and so train the young
women to love their husbands and children, to be self-controlled, pure, working at
home, kind, and submissive to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be



reviled. Likewise, urge the younger men to be self-controlled. Show yourselfin all
respects to be a model of good works, and in your teaching show integrity, dignity,
and sound speech that cannot be condemned, so that an opponent may be put to
shame, having nothing evil to say about us.

B. Parents and Children
Communication should build, not provoke

Ephesians 6:1-4 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your
father and mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise), “that it may go
well with you and that you may live long in the land.” Fathers, do not provoke your
children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

PART THREE - HOW CHRISTIANS SHOULD COMMUNICATE WITH NON-BELIEVERS

e We areto beinthe world and not of it.

e How then are we to conduct ourselves as believers?
A. Speak With Grace

Colossians 4:5-6 - Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the
time. 6 Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may
know how you ought to answer each person.

B. Be Ready to Give an Answer

1 Peter 3:15 - but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared
to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope thatis in you;
yet do it with gentleness and respect

C. Let Actions Support Words

Matthew 5:16 - In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may
see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.

D. Love Even Difficult People

James 1:19 "Let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger."



Closing Summary:
Communication Upward - Vertical

e God communicates with us
e We observe and listen
e Werespondto God

Communication Outward - Horizontal

e We are to speak truth
e We speak with grace
e We communicate love

Closing Verse (passage not on screen)

1 Peter 3:10-12 “Whoever desires to love life and see good days, let him keep his tongue
from evil and his lips from speaking deceit; let him turn away from evil and do good; let him
seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are
open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”



